Establishment of an albumin-deficient and fatty strain of rats.
An albumin-deficient and fatty strain of rats (AFR) was established from crosses between albumin-deficient rats (NAR) and fatty Zucker rats. AFRs have double homozygous mutant genes (alb/alb, fa/fa). The AFRs are heavier than the fatty Zucker rats and they have enlarged livers and adrenal glands. In addition, AFRs show more severe hyperlipidemia than fatty Zucker rats. This strain of rats may serve as a model of human obesity and hyperlipidemia.